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Abstract In this work we study the existence of new periodic solutions for
the well knwon class of Duffing differential equation of the form x′′ + cx′ +
a(t)x + b(t)x3 = h(t), where c is a real parameter, a(t), b(t) and h(t) are
continuous T–periodic functions. Our results are proved using three different
results on the averaging theory of first order.
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1. Introduction and statement of the main result

Several classes of Duffing differential equations have been investigated by many
authors. They are mainly interested in the existence of periodic solutions, in their
multiplicity, stability and bifurcation. See the survey of J. Mawhin [12] and for
example the articles [2–4,6, 9, 10,13,16,18,19].

In this work we shall study the class of Duffing differential equations of the form

x′′ + cx′ + a(t)x+ b(t)x3 = h(t), (1.1)

where c > 0 is a constant, and a(t), b(t) and h(t) are continuous T–periodic func-
tions. These differential equations were studied by Chen and Li in the papers [2,3].
These authors studied the periodic solutions of equation (1.1) with the following
additional conditions, either b(t) > 0, h(t) > 0 and a(t) satisfies

a(t) ≤ π2

T 2
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c2

4
, and a0 =

1

T

∫ T

0

a(t)dt > 0; (1.2)

or a(t) = a > 0, b(t) = 1 and c > 0, a, c constants.
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